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Coastal Glow-Ups

Life on the edge ean feel positively tranquil at
these revamped waterside getaways
BY STEVE RUSSELL

VERYONE LOVES 8 weatherworn coastal inn—
until the wheezing AC unit can't match the
summer heat, and the sandy beach towels are
starting to look more shabby than chic. Thank-
fully, these classic waterfront locales have
stayed authentic while freshening up, thanks to
the hosts' attention to all the right details. Case
in point: The ni h-century foyer bani
at the Wicklow Hall bed-and-breakfiast in South
Carolina. New owner Judith Puckett-Rinella and her
teenage daughter spent six months sanding through
its old, coffee-brown stain by hand to reveal a heart-
pine grain that arriving guests now feel compelled to
touch. That gorgeous inn, along with two more coastal
stunners, are ready to show off how they hit refresh.

ATLANTIC 1DYLL

The Boea Raton
Boca Raton, Florida

Once upon a time, the architect Addison Mizner, al-
ready celebrated for introducing Mediterranean Re-
vival to South Florida's design vernacular, kicked off
his grand scheme to transform the seaside village of
Boca Raton into a resort city with the glamorous Clois-
ter Inn. Actually, that time was 1926, and the hotel, now
the heart of a two-hundred-acre, palm-shaded property
that includes five stylistically diverse lodging options,
is celebrating its centennial in a style of which Mizner
no doubt would have approved. *You feel the century
in the arches, courtyards, and the way the light moves”
says Daniel Hostettler, the president and CEQ of the
resort collectively known as the Boca Raton, “But the
energy is unmistakably present-day—families in mo-
tion, friends lingering over dinner”

It’s fitting, then, that the Boca Raton recently un-
veiled a multivear, $375 million makeover that, if
anything, emphasizes Cloister’s luxe Mediterranean
aesthetic of gardens, pools, fountains, columns, and
so many arches. A sizable chunk of that budget also
hopped over Lake Boca Raton to the resort’s Beach
Club, the airy, tropics-leaning hotel that commands a
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From top: One of three oceanfront pools at Beach Club at the Boca Raton;
stools with a view and a firoplace anchor a sitting room at the Sanderfing, in Duck,
North Carolina. Previous page: The pool at the Boca Raton's Spa Palmera,
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half mile of private, golden-sand beach. What might be
the clinching factor when choosing between the two?
“It's really about mood and proximity,” Hostettler says.
“Cloister is the architectural heart, with e coess to
many of the dining and gathering place he Boca
Raton boasts more than fifteen restaurants and cock-
tail lounges.) “Beach Club," he adds, "is for guests who
want the ocean to be the backdrop all day, with direct
beach access and an easy seaside rhvthm.” Guests at
all sites can easily pop over to the shoreline, Getting
around the property is as simple as hopping aboard a
shuttle bus, or even better, the resort’s own water taxi,

DUTER BANKS BEAUTY

The Sanderling
Duck, North Carolina

Occupying the full width of one of the slimmer sections
of the famously narrow Outer Banks, the Sanderling
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A The dining room
and bar at chef Vivian
Howard's Theodasia,
the Sanderling's
signature restaurant

“THE OUTER
BANKS ISN'TA
HURRIED PLACE.
11" GOOD
FOR THE SOUL
TOLISTENTO
THEOCEAN
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takes full advantage of its perch on both Currituck
Sound and the Atlantic Ocean, “Being sound to sea
makes us really special” says Brad Harvey, the general
manager. “There aren't many places in the world where
you can watch the sun rise over water from your balco-
ny and watch it set from a pier just steps

A resort-wide redesign that Harve
formative,” undertaken last year to coincide with the
Sanderling’s fortieth anniversary, just might steal
guests' gaze from nature’s glowing glory. Directed by
interior design firm Ward + Gray, the revamp evokes a
lived-in Southern beach house (think beadboard and
white oak) with a dollop of what the firm calls *haute
bohéme” While the color palette leans sandy beige, fad-
ed blue, and serene green, custom Schumacher wall-
paper delivers drama. Deep red tones further heighten
the theatrical elegance at Theodosia, chef Vivian How-
ard’s seafood-centric restaurant named for a South
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Caroling, artist Lynme

1o At Wicklow Hall, near Georgstown, South

painted a

inside the main foyer; Wicklow Hall's oak-shaded grounds.
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Carolina first lady believed to have been lost at sea off
Cape Hatteras in 1812 at age twenty-nine.

Performing such a comprehensive redesign can be
risky for the kind of boutique resort where families re-
turn over decades for the comforts of rising for morn-
ing yoga, pedaling bicycles into town towindow-shop,
and gathering around firepits for evening s'mores,
“Fortunately, they love it,” Harvey says. “I've had so
many guests say it just feels lighter, more in keeping
with the region. When vou come to the Outer Banks,
vou breathe a little easier, This isn't a hurried place. It's
good for the soul to listen to the ocean”

LOMCOUNTRY RETREAT

Geargetown County, South Carling

You have to love a bed-and-breakfast that seamlessly
weloomes wedding parties and duck hunters, Such
rural hospitality seems perfectly natural at Wicklow
Hall, given its garden-like setting beneath mossy live
oaks that transitions to the surrounding Santee River
Delta between two major wildlife management ar
The lush, eleven-acre property near the bayside com-
munity of Georgetown was reborn just last year after
nearly two centuries as a private residence, withan
early-1900s swerve as a gun club's annex. Rustic-meets-
refined digs now include five suites in the 1835 main
house, two cozy cottages, and a mini lodge converted
from a horse stable (where the waterfowler gang might
hole up).

Using eyes for design honed from careers in photog-
raphy, new owners Judith Puckett-Rinella and husband
David Rinella shouldered the work, from selecting Ital-
ian marble for the bathrooms to restoring fireplaces.
They also recruited extra talent, including the Beaufort,
South Carolina, artist Lynne Fensterer to paint the mu-
ral that wraps the main foyer in a blue-green marshland
tableau of alligators, deer, and herons. “Our guests want
to experience the Lowcountry, and though our grounds
are groomed to about two hundred yards, the back
is like Jurassic Park with boars and bobeats,” Puckett-
Rinella says, “We also arrange kayaking tours and know
asea captain who does a catamaran tour”

It's the mix of guests, she says, that has made the first
year of hosting special. “Typically, a B&B is retirees,
which is great, but we get so many young people, which
makes things lovely and vibrant. We get birders head-
ing for the Tom Yawkey Wildlife Center. We getcouples
celebrating anniversaries. We get sport fishermen with
their big boats, and travelers coming through for golf
tournaments. It really warms my heart the way people
interact with each otherat the bar” @
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ANew
Harbor View
The Cooper
makes wares

in Charleston,
South Carolina

Itonly took the
Charleston peninsuli
several centuries

to sprout a luxury
waterfront hotel,

but the Cooper s
prepared to make up
for lost time as & focal
peim ef an ongoing
wharf redevelopment,
Constructed on the
site of the decom-
missioned Porls
Authority bullding, the
aix-story, 181-room
notel rests just steps
from the harbaor, its
U-shaped upper
floars cradiing a sabal
palmetto-bordered
roattop Infinity pool
that shares the view.
Its quartet of dining
optionsincludes
aMediterranean-
Inspired signature
restaurant, the
Crassing, heimed by
enacutive chaf Nick
Dugan of Chartes-
ton's popular Sorelle,
Amang the amanities:
& seven-thousand-
square-foot spa and a
e marina whens the
Cooper's own Hinck-
ley yachl is moored.
And if your Charleston
must-do list Includes
asaifiein front of the
famous Fineappla
Fountain, it flows just
astroll away in Water-
front Park.—SR

From log: Wickion HallDavid Rinafia: Catharine Lowa Fary



